
ADAPTED FROM:Lesson 11c: Naval 
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Lesson 11c: Naval 
Shiphandling III

• AGENDA:

– Video: “Synthetic Line Snapback”

– Shiphandling Evolutions
• Man overboard Procedures
• Precision Anchorage

• Applicable reading: WOG 102-114.





Man Overboard Procedures
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Chain Measurement

6 feet = 1 fathom

15 fathoms = 1 shot 



Anchor Chain Markings
Shot # Color of        # of White   Turns

Detachable Adjacent      of 
Link Links Wire

1 (15 fathoms)

2 (30 fathoms)
3 (45 fathoms)

4 (60 fathoms)
5 (75 fathoms)
6 (90 fathoms)

red 1                  1

white 2 2

blue 3     3
red 4 4

white 5   5
blue 6 6



 Detachable link:  Red, White, Blue, Red . . 
.

Adjacent links:  # white links on either 
side = # of shot

Color Codes



Color Example

 3rd shot:  W/W/W/B/W/W/W

 Second to last shot:  entirely yellow

 Last shot:  entirely red



Detachable Link



• Stand by the anchor:
– Manned

– Ready to operate

• Let go the anchor:
– Release the anchor from its stoppers or from the 

windlass

• Veer to…
– Fathoms on deck

– Fathoms at the hawse

– Fathoms at the waters edge

Standard Commands
Anchoring



• How’s the anchor tending?

– Position (one o’clock…., up and down)

– Strain (light, moderate, heavy)

• Heave around to short stay:

– Weigh anchor until it’s up and down but still on the 
bottom

• Heave on in:

– Weigh anchor all the way to the hawse

Standard Commands
Anchoring



• Avast heaving:

– Secure weighing anchor

• Anchor’s aweigh

– The anchor is off the bottom

• Anchor’s in sight

– Anchor can be seen while still below the 
water

Standard Commands
Anchoring



• Anchor is clear/foul:

– Determination of whether the anchor is clear 
or fouled with cables, other chains or debris

• Anchor’s housed:

– Anchor is in the hawse

• Secured for sea:

– Anchor is in the hawse with both stoppers 
set and the windlass brake is set

Standard Commands
Anchoring



• Pass the stoppers:

– Set the riding and housing stoppers

• Stopper’s passed:

– Both stoppers are set

• Make the anchor ready for letting go:

– Release the windlass brake

– Remove the housing stopper

– Stand-by the riding stopper with a maul

Standard Commands
Anchoring



Shackle

Chain Stopper

Detachable Link

Turnbuckle

Pelican
Hook



Housing
Stopper

Riding
Stopper

Wildcat Gypsy head

Brake

Dead man switch

Capstan




